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Community § Bconomice
Development

AARP Community Challenge — Funds quick-action projects to make communities
more livable.

America Walks — Funds projects related to creating healthy, active, and engaged
places to live, work, and play.

Ben & Jerry’s — Focus areas include community action, economic justice, capacity
building, and grassroots organizing.

Better Connections — A joint ACCD and VTrans grant program that aligns state and
local investments to increase transportation options, build resilience, and
strengthen economic vitality in Vermont’s community centers. This is a bi-annual
program.

Citizens Institute on Rural Design — CIRD is intended to empower local citizens to
capitalize on unique local and regional assets in order to guide the civic development
and future design of their own communities.

Community Capital of Vermont — Loans range from $1,000 to $100,000 and may be
used to start or expand a business.

Community Reinvestment Fund — Finances small business loans that don’t fit a
conventional model. Loans vary from $150,000 to $4,000,000.

Municipal Planning Grant — Meant to promote planning, revitalization, and
development activities that maintain Vermont’s land use goal of compact settlements
separated by rural lands.

National Life Group Foundation - Focuses on proven programs with metrics to
support success. Also favors programs that focus on children and families but will
consider those in health and human services, the environment, education, and the
arts and recreation.

Northern Community Investment Corp. — Provides capital and expertise to
strengthen businesses, communities, and employment opportunities.

Orton Family Foundation — The Community Heart & Soul program provides a
roadmap for small cities and towns to build a brighter future.

Peoples United Foundation — Invests in programs and services that enhance the
quality of life, promote the economic development of neighborhoods, and support
the educational and developmental needs of children.

Reinvestment Fund — A federally-certified community development institution
funding multiple programs such as arts & culture, early childhood education, healthy
eating, and clean energy use.


https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/about/info-2017/aarp-community-challenge.html
https://americawalks.org/programs/
https://benandjerrysfoundation.org/vermont-grant-programs.html
http://www.ncic.org/business-loans/
http://www.orton.org/build-your-community/community-heart-soul/
https://www.peoples.com/about-us/community/charitable-giving/foundations/pucf
https://www.reinvestment.com/
https://www.nationallife.com/OurStory-OurFoundation
https://www.rural-design.org/
https://crfusa.com/
https://www.communitycapitalvt.org/
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/planning/projects-programs/better-connections
https://accd.vermont.gov/community-development/funding-incentives/municipal-planning-grant/applicant-guidance

Community § Bconomice
Development

TD Charitable Foundation — Provides financial support in the following priority
areas: affordable housing, economic development, neighborhood revitalization,
human services, and financial health.

TD Charitable Foundation Community Sponsorships — Funds one-time activities that
potentially benefit a non-profit organization.

USDA Rural Business Development — Supports targeted technical assistance,
training, and other activities leading to the development or expansion of small and
emerging private businesses.

USDA Water & Waste Disposal — Provides funding for clean, reliable water systems,
sanitary sewage disposal, sanitary solid waste disposal, and storm water drainage to
households and businesses.

USDA Value-Added Producers Grants — Helps agricultural producers enter into
value-added activities related to the processing and/or marketing of new products.
USDA Community Development Initiative Grants — Helps non-profit housing and
community development organizations, low-income rural communities and federally
recognized tribes support housing, community facilities, and economic
development.

VT Arts Council Organization Grants — Supports arts and community organizations
by providing funding, professional resources, and networking opportunities.

VT Community Development Program — Community Development Block Grants
(CDBG) fund a range of activities from accessibility, job creation/retention, marketing
plans, and housing projects.

VT Community Foundation Grants — Focus areas include providing access for low-
income youth and families, connecting people through act of generosity and
volunteerism, connecting people to the environment and/or providing opportunities
for positive social interaction.

VT Community Loan Fund — Provides financing to businesses, community
organizations and facilities.

VT Economic Development Authority — Offers a variety of agricultural and
commercial financing options


https://www.investinvermont.org/borrowers/
https://www.veda.org/
https://www.vermontelectric.coop/community-resources/community-fund
https://www.vermontcf.org/NonprofitsGrants/AvailableGrants/SparkConnectingCommunity.aspx
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-community-development-initiative-grants
https://accd.vermont.gov/community-development/funding-incentives/vcdp
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/value-added-producer-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-program/vt
https://www.td.com/us/en/about-us/communities/ready-commitment/funding-opportunities/community-sponsorships/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grants
https://www.td.com/us/en/about-us/communities/ready-commitment/funding-opportunities/td-charitable-foundation/
https://www.vermontartscouncil.org/grants-and-programs/organizations/arts-partnership
https://www.vermontartscouncil.org/grants-and-programs/artists
https://www.vermontartscouncil.org/grants-and-programs/organizations

Community § Bconomice
Development

O VT Electric Co-op — Funds are allocated on a quarterly basis with focus areas that
include economic security, emergency/disaster relief, and community development.

U VEDA Export Assistance Program — Provides one-stop service for export finance
programs in Vermont. These services include loan services and liaison with EX-IM
Bank in Washington, DC.

O Wal-Mart Community Grant Program — funds programs that promote community
and economic development, diversity and inclusion, public safety, and
environmental sustainability.


https://walmart.org/how-we-give/local-community-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grants
https://www.tdbank.com/corporate-responsibility/the-ready-commitment/funding-opportunities/
https://walmart.org/what-we-do/strengthening-communities/local-giving
https://www.veda.org/financing-options/other-financing-option/export-finance-assistance/
https://vermontelectric.coop/community-fund
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Education § Workforce
Development

American Honda Foundation — Funds projects that include youth education with a
focus on STEM subjects in addition to the environment.

Citizens Bank — Funds programs that target hunger, teach money management,
promote job training, small business development, housing, and neighborhood
revitalization.

Institute of Museum & Library Services — Supports projects that enhance the quality
of library and archive services nationwide by advancing theory and practice.

J. Warren & Louise McClure Foundation — Funding priorities include programs that
strengthen pathways between education and employment or expand postsecondary
and career aspirations.

Laura Bush 215 Century Librarian Program — Supports developing a diverse
workforce of librarians to better meet the changing learning and information needs
of the American public by: enhancing the training and professional development of
library and archives professionals, developing faculty and library leaders, and
recruiting and educating the next generation of library and archives professionals.
Turrell Fund — Funds organizations which provide or foster the creation and delivery
of quality developmental and educational services to at-risk children, especially the
youngest, and their families.

VT Buildings & General Services — These Building Communities grants focus on
several key areas including educational facilities.

VT Arts Council Artist Grants — Supports the work of artists through professional
development, funding, and other resources.

VT Arts Council Artists in Schools Grant — Funds art residencies in schools.
Residencies may be funded for up to ten days, and are intended to serve as a model
for the integration of the arts across the PreK-12 curriculum.

VT Electric Co-op — Funds are allocated on a quarterly basis with focus areas that
include economic security, emergency/disaster relief, and community development.
Wells Fargo — Its focus areas are: affordable housing, education, and job training.
Priority is given to Burlington and surrounding communities.


https://www.honda.com/community/applying-for-a-grant
https://www.vermontcf.org/McClureFoundation/Grants/CurrentGrantees.aspx
http://www.bgs.vermont.gov/commissioner/building-communities-grants
https://vermontelectric.coop/community-fund
https://www.imls.gov/grants/available/national-leadership-grants-libraries
https://www.imls.gov/grants/available/laura-bush-21st-century-librarian-program
https://www.wellsfargo.com/about/corporate-responsibility/community-giving/grant-process/
https://www.citizensbank.com/community/contributions.aspx
https://www.turrellfund.org/apply/application-guidelines/
https://www.vermontartscouncil.org/grants-and-programs/artists
https://www.vermontartscouncil.org/grants-and-programs/schools/artists-in-schools
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Human Services

Citizens Bank — Funds programs that target hunger, teach money management,
promote job training, small business development, housing, and neighborhood
revitalization.

Hannaford Charitable Foundation — Focuses on food, education, and health.
Kinney Drugs Foundation — Focused on helping people live healthier lives.

Union Bank — Funds a wide-range of activities through a charitable request form.
VT Housing & Conservation Board — Projects eligible for funding include rental
housing, mobile home parks single-family ownership, transitional housing, and
service-supported housing.

VT Buildings & General Services — These Building Communities grants focus on
several key areas including human services facilities.

VT Community Loan Fund — Provides financing to developers of affordable housing
and for early care and learning programs, including administering the Building Bright
Spaces for Bright Futures Fund.

VT League of Cities & Towns — Helps members purchase equipment and make facility
improvements to reduce the potential for future workers’ compensation, property,
auto, or liability insurance claims.

Wal-Mart Community Grant Program — funds programs that promote hunger relief
and healthy eating, health and human services, quality of life.

Wells Fargo — Its focus areas are: affordable housing, education, and job training.
Priority is given to Burlington and surrounding communities.


https://www.citizensbank.com/community/contributions.aspx
https://www.hannaford.com/content.jsp?pageName=charitableFoundation&leftNavArea=AboutLeftNav
https://www.kinneydrugsfoundation.com/en/
https://vhcb.org/
http://www.bgs.vermont.gov/commissioner/building-communities-grants
https://www.investinvermont.org/borrowers/
https://www.vlct.org/resource/pacif-grants
https://walmart.org/what-we-do/strengthening-communities/local-giving
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/funding-opportunities/2018/2019-rwjf-culture-of-health-prize.html
https://wrm.wkkf.org/uWebRequestManager/UI/Application.aspx?tid=24bf1841-48f7-4971-b7a7-96bd78992f62&LanguageID=0
https://www.ublocal.com/about-us/community/
https://www.wellsfargo.com/about/corporate-responsibility/community-giving/grant-process/
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Infrastructure

Citizens Bank — Funds programs that target hunger, teach money management,
promote job training, small business development, housing, and neighborhood
revitalization.

Economic Development Administration — Funds construction, non-construction, and
revolving loan fund investments from $100,000 to $3,000,000.

Northern Border Regional Commission — Supports economic infrastructure projects
and may be used as matching funds.

People for Bikes — Supports bicycle infrastructure projects and targeted advocacy
initiatives; funds programs that focus on biking, active transportation, or community
development.

Preservation Trust of VT — Dedicated to preservation projects with grants to evaluate
the condition of historic buildings or barns.

USDA Community Facilities Direct Loan & Grant Program — This program provides
affordable funding to develop essential community facilities in rural areas.

VT Bicycle & Pedestrian Grants Program — This annual grant provides funding for
scoping studies, and small-scale and federally-funded construction projects.

VT Buildings & General Services — These Building Communities grants focus on
several key areas including recreational facilities.

VT State Infrastructure Bank — This low-interest loan program assists in the
construction or reconstruction of highways, roads, bridges, and pedestrian facilities.
VT Transportation Alternatives Program — For SFY18 and SFY19 all projects had to
focus on environmental mitigation with a transportation link. It is not clear what the
focus will be going forward.


https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=294771
https://www.citizensbank.com/community/contributions.aspx
http://www.nbrc.gov/
https://peopleforbikes.org/grant-guidelines/
https://ptvermont.org/our-work/
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/highway/local-projects/bike-ped
http://www.bgs.vermont.gov/commissioner/building-communities-grants
https://www.veda.org/financing-options/other-financing-option/state-infrastructure-bank-program/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-direct-loan-grant-program
https://vtrans.vermont.gov/highway/local-projects/transport-alt

This is meant to be a living document. We know that there are many

more opportunities and would gratefully accept additions or
corrections.

If you find a dead link please let us know. If you know of a funding
opportunity please let us know that, too.

Franklin County ndustrial Development Corporation
Elisabeth Nawnce, Economic Development Coordinator
At
elisabeth@fcioe.com
PO Box 1099, St. Albans, VT 054 78-1099
(R02)524-2194
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